PUPPETS RETURN EAST
a greater sense of community and family life, and because
they are trained to have more interest in washing the dishes
and fri farming than in platinum curls or vulgar, ambitious
careers. The Amish people, strange to say in these days,
have a conscience against sending children out of a decent
home to the care of unknown and inexperienced spinsters,
and what is more strange and admirable still, they have a
sufficient sense of superiority to defy the Educational
Authorities and Mumbo-Jumbos, and apparently with suc-
cess. I hope they keep the little red school among the fields,
and are not motored into the town to be " educated ",
however superior the building and equipment.
We moved quickly, spending a night near Reading at a
delightful country house full of books, and we performed to
an hilarious audience in an old beamed mill-house. If the
show interested the audience, we were interested in our
fellow-artist, a Polish lad of fourteen, who had been dis-
covered that morning by the host of the party, Mr. Muhlen-
berg, and who was tremendously excited at being able to see
the puppets and earn his first professional fee. When asked
what this was, he had named so small a sum that it was
immediately increased. We are sure that no one who heard
this spirited, rhythmical, non-stop performance on the
accordion, will forget this boy with his face shining with
excitement, nor the nervous pride of his older brother, who
had come " into the country " with him for company.
Flash! and the scene changes to Westtown School, opened
in 1799, when the first forty boarders sat on benches without
backs and ate their victuals from pewter plates. The school
now has six hundred acres of woodlands, farm, and playing
fields, and a large lake for swimming, canoeing and, in
winter, skating. And by the lake is an open shed wttese lie
students can camp, and cook their food over a wocrf fe&
239